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A new Conventions & Meetings website
is being launched this month at
w w w. c o n v e n t i o n s g u i d e . c o m . The lit-
erature about the site claims that more
than 4,000 properties worldwide will
be presented to more than 6,000 meet-
ing planners. The cost for including
your property in the listing ranges
from $125.00 for a basic ad for a year
up to $225.00 for a page profile. The
smaller ad includes a 50-word
description, a photo and contact infor-
mation. The larger ad allows for
approximately 300 words, five large
photos and meeting room specifica-
tions. Discounts are being offered to
early adopters of the site.

The 2003 - 2007 version of the
Essential Guide for Meeting and
Convention Planners compiled by the
Palm Beach County Convention and
Visitors Bureau includes the following
tip for making better presentations:
Keep your graphics simple. “Many
presenters try to cram too much infor-
mation on their slides. Try reading the
image on your laptop from six to eight
feet away; if you can’t , it won’t be leg-
ible to the people in the back row.” It
also contains a handy chart of “throw
distances” for both slide pro j e c t o r s
and overhead projectors. To get your
own copy of this handy guide, which
also includes tips on room set-up and
ways to save money on food and bev-
erage, contact the bureau, toll free, at
800/833-5733.

The Meeting News Meeting Planner’s
H a n d b o o k includes information on
“Making Meeting Secure,” In the post
9-11 era, even their 2002 edition had a
listing of the benefits of secure meet-
ings. For example, secure meetings
will maximize meeting attendance in
the face of fear over terro r i s m ,
d e c rease insurance costs, put your
limited resources to their best use and
make your event run more smoothly.

Ways of doing that include assessing
the risk involved to the attendees or
presenters, planning the hours  and
places your programs are to be held,
and determining if all of your atten-
dees will be staying at the same site as
the meetings are to be held. Yo u
should also gather information about
the meeting facility, as well as its sur-
rounding community, where is the
n e a rest trauma center located, and
perhaps even “salt” the audience with
security officers in plain clothes.  More
common details include hiring uni-
formed security guards, scre e n i n g
attendees and requiring badges or
identification to access any event
areas. The list I reference was put
together by Ken Wheatly, MA, CPP,
PPS, a former FBI agent who served as
vice president of corporate security
for Sony Electronics.

The October 2003 issue of CT Business
Magazine contained an article in the
Meetings & Conferences section by
Susan A. Friedmann titled, believe it
or not, “Tradeshow Insights Learned
from Prison.” The author is a literacy
volunteer at a federal prison, helping
an inmate read and write. She draws
from her experience such insight as,
like the inmates whose choices in life
landed them in prison,  “Yo u r
tradeshow results are the conse-
quences of choices you made. To be
successful, break down the walls of
the past, unproductive activity, unlock
the doors of your mind and be open to
new ways of thinking and doing
things.” While I, for one, feel this com-
parison is a stretch, the article does
contain some interesting points. She
covers topics such as “unre a l i z e d
potential,” being perhaps your inabili-
ty to understand “the power of a
show, not realizing that anything is

possible. Budget and logistics are
often the only limiting factors. Asking
questions and learning about possibil-
ities help break through the barriers of
ignorance and take you to new levels
of opportunities.”

Another adage brought to
mind is “patience is a virtue,” liken-
ing the need for patience in a prison
setting this way. “There is no point in
getting excited and worked up.
Things take time to happen. If they
are going to happen, they will happen
at their own pace, not yours.

“ The show floor is very simi-
lar. There is a process for everything,
whether you understand it or not.
Union labor will eventually get their
work done. Visitors will, if invited,
find their way to your booth. Your
leads will turn into sales with the
right strategy. Getting excited and
impatient serves very little purpose.”

She includes the obvious, like
“pay attention to details,” and the
m o re subtle, “nothing goes
unseen/unheard.” In the case of the
later, she urges readers to realize that
it is “essential to watch what you say
and do. Be it in the restrooms, restau-
rants, in the booth, on the elevator, or
in the hotel lobby, take care. Don’t
knock the competition or discuss con-
fidential company business. Yo u
never know who is tuning into your
conversation.” For more details, or a
copy of Susan’s ExhibitSmart Tips of
the Weeks, e-mail her at susan@
thetradeshowcoach.com

Meeting Industry News

Contact Us Via E-mail:
lcbiz@seasurf.com

Custom T-Shirts
Sweatshirts

Signs, Banners, Mugs
3095 Hwy 101 N, A-10

Seaside, OR 97138
M - F, 10am - 5pm

Sat. Noon- 4pm
5 0 3 - 7 1 7 - 0 1 8 7
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The Premier Small Business
Health & Benefits Provider

717-1077
1157 Mari o n , #305 • Gearhart

NW
&A

■ Marketing
■ Public Relations

■ Advertising
503/738-3398

JANUARY
12 MONDAY
10:00 AM A.A.R.P. Board Mtg. Seaside  B.C.C.C.
12:00 PM St. Helens Parks Commission,

Info 503-397-6272
3:00 PM Seaside Advertising Comm., Seaside

Civic & Convention Center
6:00 PM Ilwaco City Council, City Hall
7:00 PM Seaside City Council,  City Hall
7:00 PM Clatskanie Library Board, Library
7:00 PM Seaside School District #10 Board

Meeting , District Office
7:00 PM Cannon Beach ECWC Steering, CH

13 TUESDAY
9:00 AM Pacific County Commissioners

Meeting,South Bend Courthouse
9:00 AM Pacific County Board of Health

Meeting,South Bend Courthouse
12:00 PM St. Helens Chamber Forum, 397-0685
12:00 PM Wahkiakum Chamber Meeting,

Cathlamet Riverview Restaurant
1:00 PM Clatsop County Planning,  325-8611
4:00 PM Port of Astoria Work Session, Port of

Astoria Office
6:00 PM Tillamook PUD Board Mtg. PUD office
6:00 PM Cannon Beach Board Meeting,

Chamber
6:00 PM Seaside Ambassadors Mtg. 738-6391
7:00 PM Columbia City Planning, City Hall
7:00 PM St. Helens Planning Commission, 

St. Helens City Hall
7:00 PM Tillamook County Fair Board, Fair

Grounds Office
7:30 PM Bay City City Council, City Hall 

Info call 503-377-2288

14 WEDNESDAY
9:00 AM Tillamook County Board of

Commissioners, Courthouse
10:00 AM Columbia County Commission, St.

Helens Courthouse
6:00 PM Clatsop Co Bd Commissioners,

Courthouse Astoria
7:00 PM Warrenton City Planning

Commission, City Hall
7:00 PM Rockaway Beach City Council,

Rockaway Beach City Hall
7:00 PM Port of St. Helens Commission, 

Port Office

7:30 PM Gearhart Planning Commission, CH

15 THURSDAY
7:00 AM Tillamook Chamber TCCA, info

842-7525 (Each Thursday)
8:30 AM Seaside Downtown Dev. Assn, Seaside

Pig’N Pancake
10:30 AM Cannon Beach Parks & Community

Services, Cannon Beach City Hall 
1:00 PM A.A.R.P. Mtg., Seaside Bob Chisholm

Community Center
6:30 PM Cannon Beach Design & Review, CH

7:00 PM Vernonia Planning Commission, CH7:00
PM Seaside Safety Committee, City Hall

7:30 PM Columbia City City Council, City Hall

16 FRIDAY
8:00 AM Seaside Chamber Coffee, Pig’N Pancake
9:00 AM Seaside Finance & Exec. Board Mtg.,

Chamber
12:00 PM Seaside Service Club Council Mtg.,

Riley’s

19 MONDAY Martin Luther King Jr. Day

20 TUESDAY
7:00 AM Pulse Computer Group, Info 738-8438
11:30 AM St. Helens Board Meeting, Chamber
5:15 PM Astoria Historic Landmarks

Commission, City Hall
6:00 PM Ilwaco City Planning, City Hall
6:00 PM Bay City Planning, City Hall 

Info 503-377-2288
6:00 PM Port of Astoria Commission, 

Port of Astoria Office
7:00 PM Garibaldi City Council, City Hall
7:00 PM Wheeler City Council, 

Nehalem Bay Health Dist. Office
7:00 PM Vernonia City Council, City Hall
7:00 PM Astoria City Council, City Hall
7:00 PM Manzanita City Planning, City Hall
7:00 PM Cannon Beach ECWC, City Hall
7:30 PM Rainier City Council, Rainier City Hall
7:30 PM Tillamook City Council, City Hall

21 WEDNESDAY
9:00 AM Tillamook County Board of

Commissioners, Courthouse
10:00 AM Columbia County Commission, St.

Helens Courthouse
5:15 PM Sunset Parks & Rec. District, Seaside

B.C.C.C. 
6:00 PM Warrenton City Commission, City Hall
6:45 PM Columbia Arts Guild, St. Helens

Columbia Center Auditorium
7:00 PM St. Helens City Council, St. Helens CH

22 THURSDAY
8:30 AM Seaside Downtown Dev. Assn, Seaside

Pig’N Pancake
4:30 PM Rainier City Library Board, Library
4:30 PM Vernonia Transportation Committee,

City Hall
7:00 PM Cannon Beach Planning Commission,

City Hall

List your business events Business  Events

Large & Small
Meetings Welcome!

❍ Groups up to 50 guests
❍ Catering Services Av a i l a b l e
❍ Full Menu Delivery 

Reserve our Restaurant, 
Lounge, or Party Room for your
Meetings or Special Events

2490 Hwy 101 North

Seaside, Oregon

503-738-7763

Monday - Friday
9am to 6pm

Web Site Hosting DSL Bro a d b a n d
S e rver Co-locat i o n Dialup A c c e s s

S e c u re Tra n s a c t i o n S e rve rs
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23 FRIDAY
8:00 AM Seaside Chamber Coffee, Seaside

Pig’N Pancake

8:00 AM St. Helens Koffee Klatsch, 397-0685
8:00 AM Tillamook Downtown Assoc.  Board

of Dir. Muddy Waters

9:00 AM Seaside Chamber Board of Directors,
Seaside Chamber

9:00 AM Cannon Beach Emergency
Preparedness, City Hall

26 MONDAY
7:00 AM Astoria Parks & Recreation Board,

Astoria City  Hall
5:00 PM Port of St. Helens Airport Advisory

Board, Port Office
6:00 PM Ilwaco City Council, City Hall
7:00 PM Seaside City Council,  City Hall
7:00 PM Garibaldi  Planning Comm., City Hall

27 TUESDAY
9:00 AM Pacific County Commissioners

Meeting,South Bend Courthouse
9:00 AM Pacific County Board of Health

Meeting,South Bend Courthouse
12:00 PM Wahkiakum Chamber Meeting,

Cathlamet Riverview Restaurant
3:30 PM Astoria Library Board, Astor Library
6:00 PM Manzanita Merchants Assn., City Hall
6:00 PM CEDC Dinner Meeting, Info 325-7870
6:00 PM Rockaway Beach Planning, City Hall
6:00 PM Seaside Airport Committee, City Hall
7:00 PM Rainier Planning, Rainier City Hall
7:00 PM St. Helens Planning Commission, St.

Helens City Hall
7:00 PM Astoria Planning Commission,

Astoria City Hall
7:00 PM Cannon Beach ECAP, City Hall
7:00 PM Cannon Beach Budget Meeting,

Cannon Beach City Hall

28 WEDNESDAY
9:00 AM Tillamook County Board of

Commissioners, Courthouse
10:00 AM Columbia County Commission, St.

Helens Courthouse
11:30 AM Port of St. Helens Commission, 

Port Office
5:15 PM Sunset Empire Foundation Board,

B.C.C.C.
6:00 PM Clatsop Co Bd Commissioners,

Seaside B.C.C.C.
7:00 PM Clatskanie Planning, Clatskanie CH
7:00 PM Rockaway Beach City Council,

Rockaway Beach City Hall

29 THURSDAY
8:30 AM Seaside Downtown Dev. Assn,

Seaside Pig’N Pancake

30 FRIDAY
8:00 AM Seaside Chamber Coffee, Seaside

Pig’N Pancake

FEBRUARY
2 MONDAY
6:15 PM Clatsop Co Fair Board Meeting, Co.

Fairgrounds
6:30 PM Clatsop Co Rental Owners

Association, Info 717-9229
7:00 PM Tillamook City Council, City Hall
7:00 PM Long Beach Wa City Council,  CH
7:00 PM Vernonia City Council, City Hall
7:00 PM Astoria City Council, City Hall
7:30 PM Rainier City Council, Rainier City Hall

3 TUESDAY
10:00 AM Seaside Community Center,

Commission Mtg., B.C.C.C.
11:30 AM St. Helens Chamber Executive Board,

St. Helens Chamber
4:30 PM Seaside Library Board, Library
7:00 PM Seaside Planning Comm., City Hall
7:00 PM Cannon Beach City Council, City Hall

4 WEDNESDAY
9:00 AM Tillamook County Board of

Commissioners, Courthouse
9:00 AM Vernonia Library Board, City Hall
10:00 AM Clatsop Co. Soil & Water

Conservation Dist., Info 325-4571
10:00 AM Columbia County Commission, St.

Helens Courthouse
6:00 PM Warrenton City Commission, City Hall
6:30 PM Columbia County Planning, St.

Helens Courthouse
7:00 PM Seaside Improvement Commission,

Seaside City Hall
7:00 PM Manzanita City Council, City Hall
7:00 PM St. Helens City Council, 

St. Helens City Hall
7:00 PM Gearhart City Council, City Hall
7:30 PM Clatskanie City Council, City Hall

5 THURSDAY
8:30 AM Seaside Downtown Dev. Assn,

Seaside Pig’N Pancake
1:30 PM NW Oregon Area Commission

Transportation, Info 503-228-5565
7:00 PM Tillamook Planning Commission, CH
7:00 PM Wheeler City Planning, City Hall
7:00 PM Long Beach City Planning, City Hall
7:00 PM Vernonia Planning Commission, CH
7:30 PM Columbia City City Council, City Hall

6 FRIDAY
8:00 AM Seaside Chamber Coffee, Seaside

Pig’N Pancake

9 MONDAY
10:00 AM A.A.R.P. Board Mtg. Seaside

B.C.C.C.
12:00 PM St. Helens Parks Commission, 

Info 503-397-6272
6:00 PM Ilwaco City Council, City Hall
7:00 PM Seaside City Council, CityHall
7:00 PM Clatskanie Library Board, Library
7:00 PM Seaside School District #10 Board

Meeting , District Office

Area Service Club Meetings
Please note that this information may
change without notification. Report
any changes by the 20th of the month
for next month’s posting. Thank you.

KIWANIS
Astoria/Warrenton, Tuesday, noon,
King’s Buffet (Former Shilo Rest.), Wa r re n t o n
Cathlamet, Tues, 7:15am, The Riverview
Clatskanie, Tuesday, 6:15 pm (First & fifth
Tuesdays), Mr. Fultano’s Restaurant.
Second, third & fourth Tuesdays, Hump’s
Restaurant)
Ilwaco-Long Beach, Monday, 6 pm, 
Potlatch Restaurant, Long Beach
Manza-Whee-Lem, 2nd & 4th Wed., noon,
Edgewood Restaurant, Bayside Gardens
Scappoose, Wednesday, 6:30 pm, 
Warren Country Inn
Seaside, Thursday, noon, Pig ‘N Pancake
St. Helens DayBreakers, Tuesday, 7 am,
Warren Country Inn
St. Helens NoonTi m e, Thursday, noon,
Elks Club
Tillamook, Wednesday, noon, Elks Lodge

LIONS
Astoria, Tuesday, 6:30 pm, Astoria Elks
Lodge
Garibaldi, 1st & 3rd Monday, 6:30 pm, Old
Mill
Rockaway, 1st & 3rd Tuesday, 11:30 am
Lions Clubhouse
Seaside, We d n e s d a y, 7am, Dog Water Cafe
Tillamook, Tu e s d a y, noon, Shilo Restaurant

ROTARY
Astoria, Monday, noon, Astoria Red Lion
Columbia County, We d n e s d a y, noon,
Warren Country Inn
Peninsula, Tuesday, 7:30 am, Rebecca Inn,
Ilwaco, Washington
S e a s i d e, Thursday, noon, Oceanview
Resort
Tillamook, Tuesday, noon, Fern Restaurant
Warrenton Sunrise, Wednesday, 6:45 am,
Shilo Inn & Suites, Warrenton

ELKS B.P.O.E.
Astoria, 2/4 Thursday, 8 pm, 450 11th
Long Beach, 2/4 Wednesday, 8 pm, LB
Seaside, Wednesday, 8 pm, 324 Avenue A

AAUW
Astoria, 2nd Tuesday, 7pm, Astor Library
Flag Room

TOASTMASTERS
Astoria, 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 6:15pm,
Alderbrook Hall, 4509 Leif Erickson Drive

N. COAST REP. WOMEN
North Coast, Mtg. Location 503/738-8522

Call 738-3398 or fax 738-0172Calendar
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Music Man, Continued from page 2.

bow of Sternwheelers,...in a barn in
Long Beach,....indoors, outdoors....
there are no limits on location. The
only limit is the client’s imagination.”

Chris charges a base rate of
$375.00 for a three hour event, and
anything over that time is charged at
$75.00 per hour. “That includes set up,
tear down, etc.  If someone is on tight
budget we can negotiate. I do have

Mobile Melodies, Inc.
Owner: Chris Bendickson
Telephone/Fax: 503-738-6399
E-mail: mobilemelodiesinc01
@ h o t m a i l . c o m
Website: None
Hours: By Appointment

“Before, even managing those
other jobs, the business still belonged
to other people. You didn’t have to go
home and still think about work.
Here, everything you see is judged as
how suitable it is for the business.

“Here I can say, that would be
cool for making that kind of basket.
This would be perfect for a corporate
gift or for hotel managers that want to
thank their staff. If a customer doesn’t
find enough inspiration in the items
on the shelves or the website, I have a
book of lists of types of gifts that
would be good for differing occasions,
great for office parties, etc. A corpo-
rate gift, for example, could be one
that can be included in an office party
where everybody gets to share.

One Hour Baskets
Owner: Marlies Guretzki
Address: 1235 South Hemlock 
P. O. Box 1250 
Cannon Beach, Oregon 97110
Telephone: 503/436-0778
Fax: 503/436-8807
E-mail: marlies@
Website: onehourbaskets.com
Hours: 10a - 5p Tues. - Saturday
Other Hours By Appointment
Closed Sunday, Monday

discount coupons available.”
“I give my clients a list o my

music and they go through a pick
what they want, or don’t want, I can
simply keep the music going, function
as the MC, or I have even served as an
auctioneer. I am not a professional
auctioneer mind you, but I can  make
people have fun. Our motto is that we
make your special occasion a memory

to last a lifetime.” LCB

Baskets, Continued from page 4.

“I try to make the container fit
the recipient: I have little rockers for
toddlers filled with stuffed animals
and coloring books. I have things for a
congratulatory gift for a new boss,
such as note pads, an address book
and a stapler  -- these could be placed
in a nice basket that could sit on the
recipient’s new desk.”

Along with all the inspira-
tional items sitting on the shelves and
floor, hanging on the walls or from the
ceiling, Marlies has a back room full of
baskets and boxes and candies that
may be tossed in for good mea-
sure....plus she is full of good ideas.
“You may want to bring a hostess gift
that is more than a bottle of wine off
the shelf, or thank the manager of the
hotel where you are staying,....or
re w a rd that realtor who spent the
weekend showing you around....you
may want me to fill a toolbelt full of
goodies that would be appreciated by
a special “contractor” in your life. 

If Marlies doesn’t have what
you seek in her shop, online or in a
book to order, she will go looking for
it for you. In her case, she wants you
to “Think outside the basket.” (edi-
t o r ’s comment) She wants you to

NORTHWEST WEST, INC.
Income Tax Preparation,

Bookkeeping, Payroll
& Business Services

For Corporations, Partnerships and People
Karen L. Grinstead, LTC

E-Mail...nwwinc@seasurf.net
762 Avenue G • Seaside
738-3480    Fax 738-8930 

know that a “basket is not just a bas-
ket.” “People think baskets are some-
thing to fill with creams and lotions,
but this industry is really making a
paradigm shift over to the baby
boomer who wants to have gratifying
things. They want really good choco-
late: They want really good gadgetry.

“It is also important to re a l i z e
that people today like instant gratifica-
tion. Ap resent of a blouse is something
you open and might not get to wear
for three weeks. Instead, if you give
somebody a coffee mug, why not fill it
with teabags and small cookies they
can nibble while the tea brews?” L C B
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Meetings, Continued from page 7.

“Natural lighting is key, and
technology. We will have wired and
wireless  -- the newest standard in the
industry -- to the Internet,” said Dave.

“We will have more options
for meeting spaces - We can do din-
ners for 90 down to meetings fro 10,”
said Caroline.

These people have worked
together before, at the Best Western
Oceanview Resort, in Seaside, former-
ly owned by Brian Dion. The newest
p ro p e r t y, located just under the
Astoria-Megler Bridge, is slated to
open in April 2004, will enable them
to create the perfect meeting environ-
ment. Dave will get his daylight and
his technology. Caroline will get her
flexibility.

The property will have 78
guest rooms targeted to business and
leisure travelers. The property is pet-
friendly and smoke-free and has a
game room, guest laundry room, exer-
cise room and a gift shop. They will
participate in the Holiday Inn Express
Priority Rewards Program.

Each guest room and suite
will be air conditioned and have a
microwave and refrigerator, as well as
an iron and ironing board, coff e e
maker and hair dryer. Te c h n o l o g y
b u ffs will enjoy the high speed
Internet access , data port, voice mail
and remote TV with DVD player. .
Specialty rooms include spas, river
views, fireplaces, and wheelchair
access.

Those who want to utilize the
meeting space will have a choice of
two 315 square foot board rooms that
may accommodate up to 20 persons as
either breakout space from larg e r
meetings or as a conference ro o m .
“Due to our proximity to the county
c o u r t h o u s e , ” said Caroline, “we see
these rooms as ideal for use by law
firms for depositions or as hospitality
suites when vendors are in town for
conferences.”

There are also two larger meet-
ing rooms. One is 2,000 square feet that
may be divided into two spaces with
soundproof walls. Each room is indi-

vidually equipped with Internet
access, phone lines and A/V capabili-
ties, as well as a granite-topped coffee

See Meetings, continued on page 38.



“We have an outdoor space
that features a grassy recreation area
and concrete patio with tables and
chairs -- Guests will be able to play
volleyball or croquet,” said Caroline.

“ We have the only sandy
beach in Astoria,” chimed in Dave.

Astoria Conference Center
Following the “If you build it

they will come” theory, a collabora-
tion of Port of Astoria and city of
Astoria officials and tourism activists
are forging ahead with plans for an
Astoria Conference Center. As yet
unresolved are who will run the cen-
ter or who will pay for it, but beyond
that, they have already selected the
following:
1. The Site - Port of Astoria property
roughly to the east of the current Red
Lion Astoria conference and offices
building.
2. The Architects - Opsis Architecture
L L P in Portland and Jay Raskin
Architect in Cannon Beach (See ad
page 23.)
3. Planning and Financial - Columbia

Lower Columbia BUSINESS January 2004Page 38

Meetings, cont. from page 7.

Call us for
Drain Vision

VHS tape of drain lines
Pipe Locator Service

Jetter Service

A s t o ria Plumbing
& Tile Inc.

CCB#13900

apt@pacifier.com 
1256-1270 DUANE 

(503) 325-2076
(800) 40-PLUMB

Holiday Inn Express 
Hotel & Suites, Astoria, Oregon
Contact: Caroline Wuebben,
sales manager
Address: 204 West Marine Drive
Astoria, Oregon 97103
Telephone: 503/325-6222
Toll Free: 888/898-6222
Fax: 503/338-4702
E-mail: sales@astoriahie.com
Website: astoriahie.com

The Future of Meetings
in Astoria?: Shown are
just part of the drawings
presented at a public open
house held at the Port of
Astoria on December 16,
2003. These drawings and
more available show plans
for a proposed 24,000
square foot meeting facili -
ty. To make room for this
new venture, the Port
property currently occu -
pied by portions of the Red
Lion Inn Astoria must be
demolished. That portion
of the project is scheduled
to begin this quarter.
Currently the rest of the
project is in what is being
called a “design pause”
pending decisions on
funding and operation.

bar. Another 700 square foot space will
be utilized as the continental breakfast
room in the mornings and available
for meeting space after that function is
finished each day. “This is a space per-
fect for meals due to its proximity to
the kitchen,” said Caroline. “We will
be using it for evening functions, mak-
ing our holding kitchen available for
local caterers.” Part of the gro u p ’ s
a g reement with the Holiday Inn
Express brand is that there will be no
cooking done on-site, but the break-
fast fare will be part of the franchise
agreement and local caterers will be
welcomed. “Our holding kitchen can
keep food warm for up to 200 guests,”
continued Caroline. “Our guests may
choose from four recommended cater-
ers from our list or hire us to perform
that service, it is up to them.”

“We will have all the dish-
ware on site,” said Dave,” we have
already purchased that, and we can
give them an eclectic choice of dish-
ware to go with their food.” 

“This is an example of how
this property is on the edge between
two concepts,” said Dave. “Most
Holiday Inn Express properties do not
have meeting space beyond a board-
room.” Another demonstration of that
would be the decor,” added Caroline.
“The franchise gave us minimum
s t a n d a rds and we have exceeded
those.”

Illustrations provided via the Port of
Astoria as drawn by Portland’s OPSIS
Architecture firm in collaboration with
Cannon Beach architect Jay Raskin.
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Hospitality of Seattle, Washington
4. Civil and Survey Engineer - HLB
and Associates, Inc. in Gearhart and
Manzanita (See ad page 25.)
5. Landscape A rchitect - Murase
Associates of Portland
6. Geotechnical - Geotech Solutions,
Inc of Oregon City
7. Structural Engineer - DCI Engineers
of Portland
8. Mechanical & Electrical - PA E
Consulting Engineers from Portland
9. AV/IT Engineer - Mark Day &
Associates of LaCenter, Washington.

During a public presentation
and open house held December 16,
theoretical drawings were presented.
The structure, with construction and
furnishings, is set at an estimated cost
of $5.6 million. It will be 24,000 square
feet to start with plans for a 5,000
s q u a re foot expansion built in.
Capacity will be approximately 700
guests in space that can be broken up
into seven distinct meeting spaces.
The two-story structure will include
two large banquet rooms, flexible
lobby space with atrium ceilings, 48
foot-high river views and skylights. 

It is planned to use natural
ventilation, certified timbers from the
Astoria forest as well as what are
being called “durable” materials to
withstand weather to be encountered
by any property located directly on
the Columbia River. Hopes are to have
the property under construction by
this summer and completed by sum-
mer 2005. LCB

Astoria Conference Center
Contact: Rod Leland, coordinator
Address: C/O The Port of Astoria
1 Portway Street
Astoria, Oregon 97103
Telephone: 503/325-4521
Toll Free: 800/860-4093
Fax: 503/325-4525
E-mail:  e-mail@
Website: portofastoria.com
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Design • Installation • Service
503-325-2180 • 360-642-4031
Visit www.carrier.com


